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We organized a very successful well attended “Lake to Plate” workshop featuring
recipes and cleaning techniques for the non stressed Lake Nipissing fish species
of northern pike, whitefish and cisco. We are planning to hold more of these
workshops in the near future as we continue to work toward fulfilling the
commitments that the council made to the Ontario Trillium Foundation as a
condition of the successful 2004 grant application.

With the invaluable assistance of members of the Lake Nipissing Partners in
Conservation, we hosted a very successful silent auction and dinner fund raising
event at the Pinewood Clarion Resort.

We continue to support all reasonable efforts by the resident First Nation
Communities to rationalize and control the commercial harvest of walleye on the
lake and urge the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources to continue working
toward a fair and equitable agreement with those native communities.

But enough of the past, the future of the Lake Nipissing Stewardship Council
looks even brighter. We are currently negotiating with the Ontario Ministry of
Natural Resources to join the Ontario Stewardship Program. Entry into this
highly successful southern Ontario program will result in improved access to
funding, the assistance of a stewardship coordinator and continued expansion of
the shadow cast by the Lake Nipissing Stewardship Council. When I listened to a
list of projects that our executive members would like to see the LNSC pursue in
the future, I know that there are exciting times ahead.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the members of the board of
the Lake Nipissing Stewardship Council, the businesses, outside organizations
and the individual volunteers and contributors who gave material, money and
time to support the stewardship activities of the council. It is your collective
efforts that have made it possible for the LNSC to continue to fulfill its mandate
of preserving, protecting, restoring and improving Lake Nipissing now and it will
be similar contributions that help us maintain the momentum into the future.

John Thornton
Chair



Executive Coordinator’'s Remarks

During the term of my employment in 2005, I have been happy to meet and get
to know a diverse group of people — all of them volunteers, who give of their
time and energy to secure the best possible results for this organization. I
salute them for their efforts — it is not an easy job!

This past year of 2005 had the Council involved in

= The Adopt-a-Sturgeon Programme

= Slot ruler construction

= Spawning bed reconstruction

= The annual fundraiser Dinner and Silent Auction

» The tremendous “Lake to Plate” Workshop series run by the Education
Committee

The Lake Nipissing Stewardship Council’s mandate to ‘preserve, protect, restore
& improve’ is what this Council is all about. This mandate requires that Lake
Nipissing and its watershed be protected and enhanced, to enable this natural
resource to allow the surrounding municipalities and First Nations to continue to
have the use of this invaluable resource for future generations. There is much to
do!

Gail Laird
Executive Coordinator




MNR LIAISON REPORT

The Lake Nipissing Stewardship Council has now been established for almost six
years. Since its inception, the group has established itself as a valued and active
partner to the Ministry of Natural Resources. The Council has worked tirelessly
towards the long-term health and prosperity of the Lake Nipissing ecosystem.
The past year was no different. Having been the group that facilitated public
consultation in 2004, in anticipation of a new 5-year management plan for the
lake, the LNSC began 2005 by processing and summarizing public comments into
a set of recommendations. These were then submitted to MNR, and represented
a thorough account of public opinions that were voiced during the consultation
process. This product will play a vital role in MNRs evaluation of management
and regulatory options for the future.

The MNR secured a new position within the district. The position will break new
ground in the north, as it represents the very first establishment of the Ontario
Stewardship Program in this region. The program has operated successfully in
various areas in southern Ontario for many years, developing and implementing
projects that promote resource conservation. North Bays new “Stewardship
Coordinator” will work exclusively on behalf of two Stewardship Councils within the
district, to develop and promote various resource based initiatives within the area.
Currently, the Lake Nipissing Stewardship Council is negotiating to become one
such group in the Ontario Stewardship Program. A new partnership may then be
forged, opening additional funding doors and enhancing work capacity among the
existing group.
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The Lake Nipissing ecosystem represents a vital driver to the local economy. Its
importance from a biological standpoint cannot be overstated. The Lake
Nipissing Stewardship Council has played a vital role in the preservation and
management of this resource for many years, and this momentum will surely
carry through into 2006 and beyond.

Shaun Roberts
MNR Biologist
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FISHERIES AND HABITAT SUB-COMMITTEE

The Fisheries and Habitat Sub-Committee of the Lake Nipissing Stewardship
Council initiated a new program in the spring of 2005 that started with a bang!
The Adopt-A-Sturgeon program which ran in conjunction with the Ontario
Ministry of Natural Resources netting program at Chapman’s Chutes on the
South River caught and made available for adoption a Lake Nipissing sturgeon
that was over two meters long, in excess of 200 Ibs and 100 plus years old. This
program presented the public with an opportunity to expand its knowledge about
this fascinating and mysterious long time resident of Lake Nipissing and catching
a star in the first year resulted in media coverage that we would not have been
able to pay for!

John Seyler, the past chairman of the Fisheries and Habitat Sub-Committee
originated the idea of offering interested individuals the opportunity to see a
sturgeon being netted, adopt that fish and pay for the privilege. The MNR had
been netting fish at the Chutes for four years previous in its ongoing program to
assess the health of the adult sturgeon population by gathering data on the age,
size, sex and numbers of spawning fish. They graciously supported the Council’s
proposal.

The response was exceptional, as many paid $100.00 to have the chance to see
and hold his or her sturgeon. Each sturgeon is identified by a microchip, which
is injected harmlessly into the fish, and holds its own unique identification
number. This information, along with various biological attributes (length,
weight, sex: male or female), was recorded on a certificate and given to the
adopter. The certificate also included a photo of the participant holding his/her
adopted fish. In the future, if an adopted fish is recaptured, a data update will
be sent to the adopter. While MNR has concluded the adult assessment at the
Chapman’s Chute location, there are plans to continue a similar study at the
Sturgeon River spawning location. If possible, the LNSC intends to build on the
success enjoyed in 2005, by continuing the Adopt-a-Sturgeon program.

As a logical extension to the netting program, and because so little is known
where these fish spend their time exclusive of the spawning period, the sub-
committee is investigating the feasibility of tracking a small number of sturgeon
to learn more about the species. Attaching a small radio transmitter to a fish and
tracking its movements by aircraft could achieve this. It seems reasonable that
the money being raised by the Adopt-A-Sturgeon program and other fund raising
efforts might go to supporting such research in the future.

A number of other initiatives occurred over the past year. The LNSC continued
to create and upgrade walleye spawning beds in the early spring of 2005 with



the dumping of rock rubble along the North Bay waterfront in the area of the
Golden Mile Beach.

The Council continues to advise the Ministry of Natural Resources on its ongoing
efforts to adjust fishing regulations on Lake Nipissing that reflect the realities of
the actual fish stocks. In the MNR process of simplifying fishing regulations and
reorganizing the fishing divisions in Ontario, the Council has achieved one of its
long-standing goals. All of Lake Nipissing will henceforth be governed by one
uniform set of regulations. The section of Lake Nipissing west of Highway 64 will
no longer have different possession limits, slot size regulations and season dates
than the rest of the lake.

John Campbell
Sub-committee Member







